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U.8,8, TAYLOR (DDY68)

FINAL F¥OTICE TO ALL EANDS

It 18 with a feeling of considerable sadness that I prepare
my final ™otice to All Hands". That term, to me, recalls eo
manr missions we have safely comnleted together and vhich I can
never forget.

We will arrive in vport soon; one half of the.shin's company
will o on leave and abous one quarter will be transferred to new
construction destroyer° We can expect about 100 new men to come
to the shln, There will be many changes from the original crew
with which we started. I will leave as soon as @¥ relief reports
on boaic.,

I% is not easy for mz to see us break up, senaraie, and go
our different wavs. Oit board this ship we have lhad about six-
teen months of duty whicn will be dirfficult to equal for the
variet; of tasks assigned, undertaken and accomp! isgheé, We have
bee:n: throush so much siucc we placed the ship in commission and
have orkad together so c"0891V, that I have devcloned an affec-
tion anc regard for the TATNL0R and this crew that will always be
with ae,

You have done a snlendid Jjob. The past year of combat opera-
tions has required the Zuzineers to make high spee@ and full power
mapv times. With few teader cverhauls, they kept the »nlant opera-
Bing, frequentlv workin;, long hours to maxe repairs to that we
coul@ kXeen in formation aand take part in the tasks assigned Ye
have not had one single breakdown which recuired ue %o fall out

£ formation and that is aa achievement of which the Blacx Gang
dhou_d'be Justifiably »roud, and for which they are to be admired.
The Decik Force has doae iis 3art in the endless job of kee»ing
the shi»n clean and freec from rust. The Gunnery Depariament has
always haé the guns anc torpcCoes ready. The Bricgu personnel,
aigna11e1 and radiomen have Gona their share in hclning to com—
plote our missions successfu’ly. The Doctor ané the »Hharmacist's
matcs have looked after vs when we were sick and the cooks and
steward's mates working uader all variations of sca and tem—
peraturc, nave never foiled to have hot and gooC fool for us,

Our Squadron has a high reputation. I want cach one of
you to feel that you have helped to achieve that aigh raputa-—-
tion aal to be proud of it,

You have gilven thc shin's officers and me thc fullost co—
opcration and shown us the highest loyalty; without those two
factors wc could have cdonc nothing., I say this to all of you -
thank you for that co-oocration and loyalty. Wnctihicr you leave
the TAYL0R for other shins o romain on board, give that same
co—onoravion, show that szae loyalty to your new Commanding
Officer and shin s officers and you will continue to do your
paric toward taking thai ©i3al step on the Tokyo Hoad.

Gooébye and the very best wishoes for an oxcellcat lcave,
a Tine holiday scason a2ac¢ honces for a ¥ew Year that will sec

the begianing of the ead o this war,
éé 1440 A‘C(v!/
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Commander, U.S5. Favy,
Commanding.



